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The Rapid Offers New Park and Ride Lot and Bus Route in Walker 
Transit system builds partnerships with Walker DDA and Walker employers 

 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. – The Rapid is adding a new 121-space Park and Ride lot and a new bus 
Route 33 in the city of Walker to address commuter needs and business and employment growth. 
The new Laker Line Park and Ride lot located in Standale opened this week and will serve as a 
commuter lot for customers using the Laker Line. The new Route 33 will serve the Walker 
Industrial area along Northridge Drive and Three Mile Road beginning January 2, 2023. 
 
The new Park and Ride lot is conveniently located at 4211 Lake Michigan Drive next to the Laker 
Line’s Cummings Avenue Station. The Rapid’s customers can park for free and board the Laker 
Line, offering an affordable alternative to monthly paid parking. People can use the parking lot 
and then travel on the Laker Line to destinations in downtown Grand Rapids and Grand Valley 
State University’s Allendale campus.  
 
The new Walker Industrial Route 33 will start at Greenridge Mall on Weatherford Drive behind 
the Alpine Target and travel primarily along Three Mile Road and Northridge Drive with 16 bus 
stops along the route. This new route was designed as business development continues to 
expand in Walker. Route 33 will operate every hour between 6 - 10:30 a.m. and between 2 - 
6:30 p.m.  
 
“Knowing transportation was a barrier to talent recruitment and retention, we engaged with 
several employers within the Walker industrial corridor to offer a solution,” said Deb Prato, CEO 
of The Rapid. “The Rapid plays a key role in employer and employee connectivity in the six cities 
we serve. The value of transit is access. We provide equity for all six city residents to access 
employment, education, health care, and housing in a sustainable manner; we strive to be the 
mode of choice.”  
 

Spectrum Charter and other Walker businesses met with The Rapid to discuss transportation as 
one of their primary employee retention challenges. The Rapid reviewed employer needs, 
travel behavior and development patterns in the area. After a thorough analysis, The Rapid 
determined there was a great need for a new route in the Walker Industrial area.  
 
“We are thrilled to partner with The Rapid on a solution to our worker transportation 
challenges,” said Richard Bray, Human Resources Manager of Spectrum Charter. “The 
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Northridge Drive area has experienced a huge increase in development and new businesses 
coming in, so this route will help a lot of employers and employees.” 

 
 

People can transfer to the new Route 33 from Alpine Route 9, which begins at Central Station.  
Route 33 customers can pay their fare using cash or The Wave card, The Rapid’s smart transit 
pass. With the Wave card, customers will never pay more than $3.50 per day and $47 per 
month. Wave card users also get free transfers within one hour and 45 minutes. Customers 
paying with cash will need to pay for transfers. Adult Wave cards can be purchased online at 
wave.ridetherapid.org.   
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